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A celebration of superlatives!

The EuroGames 2004, which are taking place in Munich from 29th July to 1st August, are going to be one of the biggest lesbian and gay sporting events that Europe has ever seen. At the press conference to mark the opening of the games, public officials, organizers and sponsors as well as the EGLSF appear to be highly satisfied with the preparations.

Munich, 29th July 2004 – When the association „EuroGames München e.V.“ was founded three years ago in Munich, the organizers of the European lesbian and gay multisport championship set themselves the ambitious target of attracting at least 5,000 sportswomen and sportsmen to their city. „For us, it is a splendid success that more than 5,300 athletes from 38 countries have now registered,“ says Sabine Malecek, who has helped to organize the EuroGames from the very start, and is responsible for the sports management team. But it is not only in regard of the number of participants where the games in Munich are setting records. For the first time many of the 26 different sports are taking place at Olympic sites. „And never before has there been such a wide-ranging cultural program“, Sabine Malecek points out. According to her, the commitment of the more than 200 volunteer helpers, who have been organizing the EuroGames over the past years, has been particularly remarkable, as has the support given to the games by the sponsors and by the City of Munich.

The City of Munich congratulates the organizers. Dr. Gabriele Weishäupl, General Manager of the Munich Tourist Office, looks forward to the numerous visitors coming from Germany and other countries: „Many sports, dedication to equal rights and recognition, a lot of fun, and the visit of 5,000 lesbian sportswomen and gay sportsmen.“ These are outstanding prospects for the state capital of Bavaria, whose Lord Mayor will officially open the games Thursday evening during the grand Opening Ceremony in the Olympic Hall. Christian Ude is Patron of the EuroGames. In an official statement he says: „The EuroGames are attracting more athletes than ever before in their history. Our congratulations on this!“
For the Gold Sponsor Galeria Kaufhof München am Marienplatz, this was a good reason to support the EuroGames, as the Business Manager Wolfram Struth emphasizes: „The EuroGames are currently the biggest sports event in Germany. 5,000 participants and 20,000 spectators are attractive numbers for every sponsor. Among these are many potential Kaufhof customers.“

But of course the EuroGames are not just a matter of having fun. The EuroGames in Munich also want to realize the aims of the European Gay and Lesbian Sport Federation (EGLSF) in Amsterdam, who is responsible for awarding the license for the games. These aims include : combating discrimination in sports against lesbians and gay men, promoting the integration and the emancipation of lesbians and gay men in sports, and the exchange of views, the networking, and the cooperation between national and international sports organizations and associations, with the objective of integrating lesbian and gay athletes in their activities.

„We are very pleased that the EuroGames in Munich are attracting more visitors than ever before and that they are making a wide public aware of the interests of lesbians and gays within sports“, says Johan van de Ven, from the board of the EGLSF. „In this way the games do not just stand for exciting competitions and getting together in a friendly spirit, but are also an urgent plea for more tolerance in sports.“

The EuroGames are intended for sportswomen and sportsmen who actively support equal rights for, and the integration of, homosexuals in sports. Following The Hague (1992, 1993), Frankfurt on  Main (1995), Berlin (1996), Paris (1997), Zurich (2000), Hanover (2001) and Copenhagen (2003), the European Gay and Lesbian Sport Federation in Amsterdam, who holds the license for the games, selected Munich as the host city of the games. The games are being organized by the association „EuroGames München e.V“. The EuroGames are financed through membership fees in EuroGames München e.V., participation fees, the sale of tickets, and through sponsors.

Information and material for the press at www.eurogames.info/2004
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