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Opening Press Conference of the IX. EuroGames in Munich on Thursday, 29th July 2004

Statement of Johan van de Ven, Co-president of the EGLSF

Back in 1989 in the Dutch city of The Hague, the European Gay and Lesbian Sport Federation, in short EGLSF, was founded. It was conceived as an organisation devoted to bring together Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals and Transsexuals (LGBT) through Sport in all Europe. Along these 15 years, the EGLSF has become THE genuine advocate for this collective as an umbrella organisation of LGBT sport groups with over 100 members and representing around 20,000 athletes.
In the first years, the members came only from North and West European countries and the focus was on spreading information and bringing together athletes. Soon the idea of EuroGames was born as a LGBT Pan European Championship to promote the visibility and emancipation of the collective and, consequently, the will in favour of outreaching to all countries and regions of Europe.
The first EuroGames took place in 1992. Its LGBT vocation does not prevent them of being a huge multisport event open to everybody that wishes to participate. They are inspired by an old and true “sports for all” spirit pursuing the largest and most diversified participation and the best personal achievement. Last but no least, besides having fun, EuroGames mean real sport competitions according standard International rules.
Over the years, it has been a great support by local governments from the cities hosting the EuroGames. We are happy and thankful for the support by the city of Munich and its Mayor Mr. Christian Ude. The fact of having on the Olympic venues an important part of the competitions, as well as the Opening and Closing ceremonies, gives a tremendous visibility to EuroGames and to the ideals that support them.
The EGLSF is something more than the licence holder of the EuroGames. As an advocate for the LGBT collective in sport, the EGLSF has a participative status since 2001 at the Council of Europe. And since 2002, the EGLSF is working with other groups, inside FARE (Football Against Racism in Europe), in an anti-discrimination European Union program. Also, with its outreach program, the EGLSF is encouraging Gays, Lesbians, Bisexuals and Transsexuals from South, Middle and Eastern Europe to strengthen their influence by forming sport groups in order to promote emancipation and visibility through sport.
The very popular website of the EGLSF, www.gaysport.info, is an important mean for our activities, like the EuroGames and our advocacy work. More detailed information on the EGLSF can be found there.
In this short statement, only few things can be addressed. I am very willing to answer further question on the EGLSF and the EuroGames.
EGLSF Board
Johan van de Ven
Co-president
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