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EuroGames:

At the start all aims achieved, as well as breaking even!
Over 5,000 participants, more than 1,000 volunteers, and numerous visitors from both Germany and the rest of the world are celebrating the 2004 EuroGames. The Games are taking place at the world famous Olympic Park in Munich from 29th July until the 1st August. As well as achieving the integration of handicapped sportsmen and women, it should also achieve its aim of breaking even! As well as the official organisers of the EuroGames, the opening press conference included the director of the Munich tourist office, the many sponsors of the Games, and the EGLSF.
Munich, 30 July 2004 - On a glorious summer's day, the sponsors and organisers opened the 2004 IX EuroGames before 70 representatives of the press, TV and radio in Munich. On the podium were: Dr. Gabriele Weishäupl (General Manager of the Munich Tourist Office), Wolfram Struth (Manager of the Gold-Sponsor, Galeria Kaufhof on Marienplatz in Munich), Sabine Malecek (EuroBoard sport management team leader) as well as Johan van de Ven (co-president of the European Gay and Lesbian Sports Federation (EGLSF)) and Sascha Mrotzek, press spokesperson for the EuroGames. 

Gabriele Weishäupl congratulated Sabine Malecek for her efforts, as representative of the EuroGames-Organisers and welcomed the many visitors from Germany and the rest of the world: "We estimate that the visitors to the EuroGames will spend something like ten million Euros in the city, an important contribution to the local economy. About 10 percent of the annual visitors to Munich are lesbian or gay and they bring around 350 million Euros into the city. This figure can certainly be increased, and we hope that by hosting the EuroGames in Munich we can encourage lesbian and gay tourism here.“

Sabine Malecek, member of the Euroboard and a EuroTeamer from the very beginning, noted that the target of 5,000 sportsmen and women had been well surpassed: "That we have over 5,300 registrations from 38 countries is a major success for us". She especially welcomed the contribution of the 250 

volunteers who have been helping for the last months and years, adding that there would be a further 1,000 volunteers helping to make sure that the event ran smoothly. Particular thanks were given to the sponsors and the city of Munich, who have provided financial and material support, as well as organisational help."

Thomas Niederbühl, the city councillor elected from the 'Rosa Liste' (the 'pink party' of candiates specifically representing lesbian and gay issues) commented: "The town council, the local authorities and EuroGames committees have cooperated brilliantly. The town has not only helped to bring the various sports together but has also provided 50,000 Euros in financial support, rented out the sports venues at half the normal rates and provided office space. This all demonstrates the fullest possible support from Munich city council for the EuroGames."

The overall budget is estimated to be 850,000 Euros, from both participants' registration fees and the Games' sponsors. Sabine Malecek said, "Without the financial guarantees of Munich council we would never have raised the money needed.“ 

Wolfram Struth, Manager of the Gold-Sponsor, Galeria Kaufhof on Marienplatz in Munich, underlined the importance of lesbian and gay customers for his stores: "Our employees were impressed that our organisation supported the EuroGames and that once again we were able to demonstrate our liberal principles. We were impressed not only with the concept of the EuroGames but also the professional presentation, which together convinced us to participate. Our employees know lesbians and gays as polite and friendly customers and we are very happy to know that many lesbians and gays shop with us".

Press spokesperson, Sascha Mrotzek, noted the integrative aspect of the EuroGames: "At least 55 handicapped sportsmen and women have turned up, which may sound relatively few. However, when one considers how few homosexual sportspeople with disabilities have come out in public and taken part in competitions, because they fear discrimination, this is nonetheless an 

important achievement. They provide a tireless example that should motivate us all".

Johan van de Ven presented the aims of the European Gay and Lesbian Sports Federation (EGLSF), which authorises different cities to host the games nearly every year. The EGLSF works to eliminate discrimination against lesbian and gay sportsmen and women, promoting the integration of homosexuals in sport. It works with national and international sport organisations and groups, aiming to involve lesbians and gays in their activities. He expressed his regret that, "there still exist countries in Europe, for example Greece, which are a long distance away from the freedom from discrimination found in countries such as the Netherlands. In countries where anti-gay discrimination is found, it is extremely difficult to form lesbian and gay sport groups. Our website – http://www.gaysport.info/eglsf/ - provides all sorts of information and tips about founding such groups; of course, it remains for lesbians and gays to build up their own groups for themselves."
The EuroGames are intended for sportswomen and sportsmen who actively support the integration of homosexuals in sport. Everyone is welcome to attend, regardless of background, sexual orientation, religious or political beliefs. In particular the participation of athletes with special needs is encouraged. The association „EuroGames München e.V.“ is the organizer of the EuroGames Munich. More than 250 volunteer helpers are active in nine project groups. They have largely been recruited from lesbian and gay sports clubs in Munich. The preparations are being coordinated by a nine-person board.

Information and material for the press at www.eurogames.info/2004
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